TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW
marching freedom must not tread down the gardens
of contemplative freedom. The individual is all-
important, and the function of the State is to safeguard
his security, to provide humus for his growth, and to
penalize abuse of the liberty it has established.
Such a belief is not popular to-day. For yesterday
and to-day men have discovered theory and practice
that insistently depreciate the individual. Fascism and
its unpleasant brother Hitlerism on the one hand;
that well-intentioned Frankenstein, Communism, on
the other; and between them, more tripes than
muscle, the remnant belly of Imperialism: Imperial-
ism dependent on an echo of the past and a growing
skill in usury.
These systems variously deny or depreciate the value
and status of the individual, though British Imperialism
in its old age has become in many ways increasingly
kind and humanitarian. It is not my business to
discuss the historical background of Hitlerism; the
moral indignation that palliates the brutality and
futility of Communism; or the improvement in
travelling facilities in Italy that in the opinion of many
justifies Fascism* But the decline of British Imperialism
is within the scope of my argument, for it has been
accompanied by decay of the Tories' old conception
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